VIL]    The Period of the P&tal Laws in Ireland.    201
was smarting from the effects of wrongs done in the late years
of trouble; the short-lived ascendency of the Irish Catholics
had been followed by their defeat and ruin; and Catholic
Ireland was in the grasp of her conquerors. A furious outcry
arose in the Irish Parliament against the article, in what was
now known by the pacific name of the Treaty of Limerick,
which assured Catholic owners their estates, in the counties
"under the protection of the Irish army"; this, we hare
seen, was ratified by William III, under peculiar circum-
stances, by his positive order; but the concession was
denounced as an act of treason to the State. The king,
indeed, had, for some time, as was to be expected from his
well-known character and tendency to toleration in religious
matters, been trying to do justice to the Irish Catholics; he
had already caused the lands of some to be restored; he had,
in fact, offered them terms, before Aghrim, much more
favourable than those agreed to at Limerick. Nothing, how-
ever, could stop the Assembly in Dublin; it quarrelled with
Lord Sidney, who had been made Lord Lieutenant, and
repudiated every part of his master's policy; and Sidney was
compelled at last to prorogue and dissolve it, for it had
assumed an attitude, on a grave question, the subject, in after
years, of angry disputes, in which it asserted a right denied to
it at Westminster. A short interval of comparative peace
followed; during this time William continued to give back
parts of their lands to some Catholic owners; but unfortu-
nately he lavished enormous grants of land, forfeited in the
late war, on favourites, courtieus^^nd Dutch soldiers, after the
bad fashion of Charles II. The fi&gfch Parliament took the
matter in hand; condemned the conduct of the king in no
measured terms; and ultimately insisted that the forfeited
lands should be resumed, and disposed of anew. The Irish
Parliament, meanwhile, had assembled again; William, from
what motive is not known, consented that a Bill, confirming